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BOOK CHRONICLES AUTHOR’S INSPIRING ROAD OF HEALING WITH DOGS


ALBUQUERQUE, N.M., January 8, 2008 – International author and speaker Michelle Linn-Gust’s new book, Ginger’s Gift: Hope and Healing Through Dog Companionship (Chellehead Works 2007), chronicles her inspiring story of loss and healing through her four dogs.


Linn-Gust is a former Naperville resident who recently moved back to the Chicago suburb part time.


Ginger’s Gift takes readers through Linn-Gust’s adventures of dog ownership and the life that occurred around her. Just months after she and her husband, Joe Gust, adopted their first dog, Chaco, Joe was hit by a drunk driver and suffered a closed head injury. Following the crash, the couple adopted three more dogs, eventually opting to find a dog for Linn-Gust’s mother in Naperville. What no one could have predicted was that just two weeks after Marianne Linn learned she was a new dog owner, her husband (and Linn-Gust’s father) died unexpectedly, giving Ginger a greater purpose in Marianne’s life.


Linn-Gust is the author of Do They Have Bad Days In Heaven? Surviving the Suicide Loss of a Sibling (Bolton Press Atlanta 2001/Chellehead Works 2002). She currently serves as the Survivor Division Chair for the American Association of Suicidology and is Co-Chair of the Postvention Taskforce for the International Association for Suicide Prevention. She is a doctoral candidate in Family Studies at the University of New Mexico.


One dollar of the proceeds of every copy of Ginger’s Gift sold will be donated to each of the following organizations: the Alliance for Albuquerque Animals and the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.


Several children’s books based on Ginger’s Gift are slated for release in the second half of 2008. Linn-Gust will be partnering with Naperville childhood friend and illustrator Jennifer Timmons to chronicle the lives of the five dogs featured in the book.


Ginger’s Gift is available at Anderson’s Bookshop in Naperville and through other retailers online.


More information on Linn-Gust and Ginger’s Gift can be found at www.gingersgift.com. Her other web site is � HYPERLINK "http://www.siblingsurvivors.com" ��www.siblingsurvivors.com�.











